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More Post-Show Activities for Junior Students.
Have class stand in a circle and have one student at a time go in the center and try
to make the class laugh. (If they are stuck, suggest they make a funny face or funny
noise.)
Keep a log for a week of things that make you laugh.
Categorize what people laugh at in daily life, e.g.: TV shows, cartoons, falling down.
Have older students observe what young kids laugh at, what their peers laugh at and
what adults laugh at. (You can suggest this also as one of the points under “Some
Things to Watch for During The Performance.”)

STUDY GUIDE

Have students use an object in the classroom as a prop. Give them 5 minutes to
practice a prop mishap and have them present it.
Have students create a comedic character. They can choose a personality trait or a
physical trait and exaggerate it. (It’s more fun with costumes, hats wigs, and/or
moustaches.)
Observe cartoons that are exaggerated, e.g.: The Simpsons, Looney Tunes.
Funny Walks. Have students one at a time present a funny walk. Have the rest of
the students try to mimic the funny walk after each student. Then have them come
up with words to describe this funny walk. The words can be anything that
expresses the feeling and nuance of this funny walk.

WITH

Funny Words. In a circle have students one at a time make a funny nonsense word
or noise and have the rest of the circle repeat it. Then have two people go in the
center of the circle and have a complete nonsense conversation. The key is to have
absolute pleasure making these funny sounds/gibberish. If they need a scenario
place the dialogue in a mundane everyday scenario like at a bank or in a waiting
room or ordering a pizza on the phone.

PRE-SHOW
AND
POST-SHOW
ACTIVITIES

Red Nose.

FOR

The red nose is seen as a very tiny
mask. It’s the smallest mask a
performer can wear. Once on, the nose
has the miraculous effect of making the
wearer appear foolish, innocent and
often times funny, which are the
characteristics that embody the clown.

PRIMARY

However, some modern day clowns do
not wear a nose even though they
embody the spirit of clown.

AND
Teachers can do this
themselves or have a
student do this. Either
way it’ll be fun. Go into
the office and ask a
question, leave, then
repeat the same action
wearing the nose.
Observe the responses
you get.

JUNIOR
STUDENTS
Presented in association with
Prologue to the Performing Arts
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Curriculum Connections
The activities in this guide correspond to the following Curriculum Expectations from the
Ontario Ministry of Education and Training.

Drama and Dance: Grades 3–6.

POST-SHOW ACTIVITIES
Review and answer pre-show topics and questions for younger and older students.

Talking About the Theatre Arts:
Performer, Costume, Set and Music.



demonstrate the ability to concentrate while in role in drama and dance



identify effective uses of drama and dance elements in performances

Primary & Junior.

Junior.



identify the themes and subjects found in drama and dance works, and make links
between these and their own experiences;



communicate, orally and in writing, their response to their own and others' work in
drama and dance

How Gerty plays at different characters and
emotions.
(body movement, voice, gesture)

What props and set pieces are used to
create the world of the play?



explain how elements of drama and dance work together to create an intended effect
on the audience

The music used for different scenarios.
(for the quick change, the magician, the race)



identify the significance of symbols or objects in drama and dance, and use props
appropriately.

How the costumes help create different
characters.



create characters and portray their motives and decisions through speech and
movement

Language Arts: Grades 3–6 Oral Communication.


identify some of the presentation strategies used in oral texts and explain how they
influence the audience



extend understanding of oral texts by connecting the ideas in them to their own
knowledge and experience



demonstrate an understanding of appropriate speaking behaviour in a variety of
situations



identify some vocal effects, including tone, pace, pitch, and volume, and use them
appropriately, and with sensitivity towards cultural differences, to help communicate
their meaning



identify some non-verbal cues, including facial expression, gestures, and eye contact,
and use them in oral communications, appropriately and with sensitivity towards
cultural differences, to help convey their meaning

Character Education.


perseverance in overcoming obstacles to achieve a goal

What prop mishaps occurred during the
performance?
How important are her skills as a clown
during the performance?
(rolla bolla, magic, singing, dancing)

More Post-Show Activities for Primary
Students.
Quick Change.
Lead students through this exercise. Have students move about the room as if their
bodies were very tired, almost sleepwalking, then at the bang of a drum, they sleepily
put on an article of clothing, either a hat or jacket and this item of clothing wakes
them up and gives them a boost of energy as they walk around the room. Beat the
drum and have them walk faster as if they are late going somewhere. Beat the drum
a final time and have the students remove their article of clothing and once they do
that, their bodies become tired and return to their original sleepwalking state.

Visual Art.
Mr. Shallmar – Forgetful and frightened M.C.
Create your own comedic character. Have students draw him/her out then make a
puppet. Materials are limitless; paper bags, cardboard and white tape, papier machê,
knitting-wool, socks, felt, chicken wire, etc.
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MORE PRE-SHOW
ACTIVITIES

Introduction.
Award-winning actress and clown Edith Tankus has charmed audiences across
North America with her superbly comic performances as Hurricane Gerty.
From her dreamy entrance to her gutsy grand finale, Gerty doles out ukulele
arias, off-the-wall puppetry, charismatic crowd-control and stupendous feats of
spontaneous mirth, all served up with a dollop of European charm to create a
singularly unforgettable theatrical event. Life will never be the same.

Introduce the Theatre Arts.
Primary Discussion.
Ask the children what clown shows they have already seen.
Tell the children that they will be viewing a performance of clown which includes elements
of puppetry, magic and physical humour.

Junior Discussion.
Ask the students if they have seen theatre where one actor plays different characters.
Discuss how the performer creates different situations and different characters using
costume, body language, facial expression, voice, make-up and special music for each
situation.

About Edith Tankus.
Edith Tankus is an alumnus of L’Ecole Jacques Lecoq and
L’Ecole Philippe Gaulier. She is an award-winning actress
and clown who has toured North America garnering rave
reviews with her one woman show Not Yet, At All, a lyrical
and humorous piece of storytelling and aerial work.
Edith has also been blowing young audiences away with
her solo clown show, Hurricane Gerty. She is currently
touring across Canada playing in schools and Theatre
Festivals and charming audiences with her superbly comic
performances.

Ask the students what elements they would need to put on a one-person show.

A brilliant blend of physical comedy, clown and audience
engagement Hurricane Gerty is achingly funny and filled
with wit and soul.

Some Things to Watch for During the Performance.

Edith has worked as Artist in Residence in theatres across
Canada where she has performed and led workshops in
clown and physical theatre.

Primary Discussion.

She is co-founder and co-artistic director of Magpye
Theatre and, as part of the Artist in Education Program of
the Ontario Arts Council, has taught in numerous
elementary and high schools.

What musical instruments does she play?
What kind of costumes did she wear?

She has collaborated with internationally acclaimed touring
company Kneehigh Theatre of Cornwall, England and
award–winning vaudevillian Tomas Kubinek. Their last
collaboration resulted in the Gemini-nominated feature film
Tucked into Bedlam, based on his stage play Bed, which
premiered on CBC’s Opening Night.

What amazing things did she accomplish?

Junior Discussion.
How does she use her body language and voice to convey meaning?

Currently she is on board with an International Arts
Organization, Circus Remedy, whose mandate is to bring
acclaimed theatre and circus artists to perform their shows
in hospitals and poverty stricken communities all over the
world.

How does she play with people in the audience?
What theatrical techniques does she use as a clown?

Glossary Review.
physical humour

circus skills

prop mishap

magic

clown

verbal humour

audience participation

Upcoming projects include performing with Kneehigh
Theatre on their stage adaptation of Rapunzel which will
premiere at the Battersea Arts Centre in London in January
2007.
For more information, please visit her website at
www.edithtankus.com.
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The Importance of Pre-Show Activities.
Students who are prepared for an artistic performance by discussion
and activities are more focused and more open to the experience. The
following are possible ways of preparing your class for the
performance of Hurricane Gerty.

PRE-SHOW ACTIVITIES
Primary & Junior Discussion.
Introduce the Artform of Clown.
What are the places we see clowns?
What do they look like?
What do they do to make you laugh?

What is Clown?
According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, a clown is a comic
character of pantomime theatre and circus, known by his or her
distinctive costume, ludicrous antics, and buffoonery, whose
purpose is to induce hearty laughter. While this is very true,
clowning is also about liberating your inner self and your
imagination.
What do the students expect to see, based on their perception
of clown and also based on the title “Hurricane Gerty”?

Major Theme.
The clown always perseveres in whatever they attempt to do
regardless of failure or success. They never give up and they even
take pleasure in making mistakes.

PRE-SHOW ACTIVITIES
Additional Junior Discussion.
Introduce the performance by describing all the different theatrical
elements that make up this one-person show:
Comedy — the use of exaggeration, opposition and surprise in
language and action for comic effect.
Mime — the use of physical gestures to create surroundings,
respond to situations and express character and emotion,
Movement — different dancing styles or simply movement that is
ridiculous, dynamic and purposeful.
Dialogue — conversation with an audience and also with second
character Mr. Shallmar
Puppetry — another person to play with onstage but this one is
made of rubber and fabric
Multiple Character/Quick Change — Gerty goes from a
sleepwalker in her nightgown to performer to magician before our
very eyes.
Magic — the power of illusion

Resources for Teachers and Students
Story and Picture Books
Oregon's Journey, by Rascal, illustrated by Louis Joos, Bridgewater Books,
1993
Summary: A circus clown takes Oregon, a circus bear, back home to Oregon.

Frederick, by Leo Lionni, Dragonfly Books, 1973
Summary: As mice gather nuts, woodfire and provisions for the winter,
Frederick gathers images, color, poetry and joy as sadness and boredom
settles in on those long winter nights.

Clowns in History and Literature & Improvisation
Clowns, by John H. Towsen, Hawthorn Books Inc., 1976
Fools, Clowns, and Jesters by Paul Cline Green Tiger Press, 1983
Impro, by Keith Jonstone, Methuen Publishing, 1979

